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Cultivate 

Wongan Hills District High School 

Throwing some colour out there and adding some 

brightness to what may seem like bleak days at times. 

Thanks to our little crew of students from essential 

workers for your rainbow!  

#rainbowtrail 
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From the Principal’s Desk... 

It seems so much happens over a period of a 

fortnight, with the challenges we are all 

experiencing.  It is important that we focus on what 

we can control and get through this significant part 

of history.  During these unprecedented times we 

need to see opportunity and positives because our 

frame of mind is very important  We will look back 

on this and applaud those who did the right thing 

and be angry and disappointed at those that didn’t.   

On that note we are all in this together and must 

role model and expect our children, to follow these 

new rules. 

A letter was sent out to principals on Monday of 

this week that outlined the direction that the 

Director General and the Department of Education 

are taking during this pandemic.  We have since 

sent out a letter to parents which is in this 

Wongarette. 

I commend the staff at our school who have been 

working hard to make sure we can provide the best 

possible solutions for students who are Learning 

from Home, for what seems the duration of term 2.  

We need to cater for the range of our students 

ages so there is not, a one size fits all.  In this 

Wongarette our Associate Principal Karen Marshall 

has outlined what is being used for Kindergarten to 

Year 6 and our Deputy Principal Lesa Simpson has 

outlined what is being used for years 7 to 12.  We 

are aware that some families will require 

hardcopies of the work and we will be 

communicating how this will occur. 

There are families across the state that are having 

issues accessing the internet and devices to work 

fully on line. Some of the platforms that we will be 

using will involve the same access you would use 

for Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 

 

 

The following information is taken from our 

Coronavirus Plan. 

Children will inevitably pick up on the concerns and 

anxiety of others, whether this be through listening 

and observing what is happening at school or at 

home.  It is important they can speak to you about 

their own concerns.  Do not dramatise and only 

provide the facts. Hearsay and opinion can be 

biased.  The last thing you need is stressed kids to 

add to your anxiety.   

Answer their questions  

Do not be afraid to talk about the coronavirus with 

children.  Given the extensive media coverage, as 

well as access to social media, it is not surprising 

that most children are aware. Providing 

opportunities to answer their questions in an 

honest and age-appropriate way can reduce any 

anxiety they may be experiencing.  You can do this 

by; 

 Speaking to them about Coronavirus in a calm 

way  

 Asking them what they already know so you 

can clarify any misunderstandings they may 

have  

 Letting them know that it is normal to 

experience some anxiety when new and 

stressful situations arise  

 Give them a sense of control by explaining 

what they can do to stay safe eg washing 

hands, staying away from unwell people, 

social distancing etc.   

 Do not overwhelm them with unnecessary 

information eg death rates   

 Allowing regular contact eg by phone, Zoom, 

Skype, FaceTime etc to people they worry 

about eg Grandparents to reassure them that 

they are okay  

Term 2 at Wongan Hills DHS

Important Tips for Talking with Children about 

COVID-19



 

3 

Talk about how they are feeling  

Explain to your child that it is normal to feel 

worried about getting sick.  Listen to your child’s 

concerns and reassure them that you are there to 

help them with whatever may arise It is important 

to model calmness when discussing the 

Coronavirus with children and not alarm them with 

any concerns you may have.  Children will look to 

you for cues on how to manage their own worries 

so it is important to stay calm and manage your 

own anxieties.   

Limit media exposure  

It is important to monitor children’s exposure to 

media reports.  Frequent exposure can increase 

their level of fear or anxiety.  Try to be with your 

child when they are watching, listening to or 

reading any news so you can address their 

concerns and questions promptly.   

The school’s website will be an important resource 

for all parents to access resources.  Please take the 

time to look at the important information that will 

be added regularly. The website also  displays the 

Wongan Hills Facebook page feed for those parents 

who do not have Facebook . 

www.wonganhillsdhs.wa.edu.au/ 

 

With the focus on how we can get through this 

pandemic I thought it might be nice to let everyone 

know about the capital works that are going on in 

the school.  The toilet upgrades are to be finished 

this week, so both sets of toilets now look fantastic.  

The library is currently being upgraded and it 

already looks so different with new carpet going in 

today.  Over the holidays we will have the cabinetry 

replaced in 7 rooms, floorcoverings replaced in 4 

rooms and painting in 5 rooms. It will definitely be 

a different place when we get back to normal, 

whenever that is.  

There were issues and I apologise for this. For the 

Pre Primary and Room 1 reports; simply put, I 

removed a column from the reports regarding 

academic progress. This was purely because for 

reports to be valid, we need ample time for 

students to demonstrate abilities and give the 

shortened term, the validity was not there. When 

the column was removed, it made a blank column 

and moved one of the columns across. For the Year 

4 and 5 students, the signatory appeared wrong. 

All reports have now been reissued.  

Please note that these Progress Reports are just a 

quick indicator for parents as to how their child was 

performing in regards to attitude, behaviour and 

effort at the start of this school year.  

If an interview was requested by the teacher, 

please contact them via email to arrange for a 

phone interview.  

If you have not updated your email address and did 
not receive your child’s report, please can you 
contact me, Lesa.simpson@education.wa.edu.au or 
call me on the school number 96712300. Thank 
you. 

 

From the Principals Desk... From the Principal’s Desk... 

Capital Works Program at Wongan Hills DHS

Wongan Hills DHS Website

Progress Reports Notice from Lesa Simpson

https://www.wonganhillsdhs.wa.edu.au/
mailto:Lesa.simpson@education.wa.edu.au
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Term 2 Parent Information Letter 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

Today it has been announced that education for Term 2 will continue in much the same way we are 

currently operating. Thank you for your patience in waiting for this information. The content of this 

letter is taken as a directive from Lisa Rodgers the Director General for Education and applies to all 

public schools in Western Australia is in response to the current global pandemic.  

This will mean that in Term 2 students will be provided their education via online teaching and 

learning, through hard copy packages and face to face for the children of essential service workers 

(as per this week).  

In Term 2 parents are encouraged to keep their children at home. Those who need to send their 

children to school to maintain employment, children of essential workers and those who require 

schools to support them overcome particular vulnerabilities, however, may choose to send their 

children.  

To ensure that all students’ needs are met, staff will be present on school site. A full learning 

program for K-12 is currently being developed that will enable students to work from home, whether 

that is online, electronically (e.g. email), a combination of both or hard copy work packages.  

At this stage Primary students will be using Seesaw as their online learning platform and High School 

will be using a combination of Connect with WebEx for direct lessons and email communications. A 

detailed information package for parents is currently being compiled.  

All parents will receive an SMS to reply to which platform (online or hard copy) that they envisage 

they will be using for Term 2 to help us in preparation for Day 1 of Term 2.  

This is going to be a massive learning curve for our students, our teachers and for parents. Parents 

are not expected to take the place of teachers, however there may be further opportunities for you to 

become active partners in your children’s learning.  

In all of our discussions and planning that we are doing, the health and well-being of our students 

remains a priority.  

We hope you and your families are all staying safe, physically and mentally, and can enjoy Easter 

and the holidays by being innovative under the current situation. We have really enjoyed seeing 

students engage in our Facebook Challenges and embracing new ways of learning.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Bruce Nind 

Principal 



 

5 

Learning from Home Program 
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Learning from Home Program 
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Miss Q’s 30 Day Building Challenge 

Miss Q’s 30 Day Building Challenge has been a hit with our 

students. It is wonderful to see the students getting involved and 

giving the challenges a go. We love seeing them being shared 

online or with Miss Q via email. 
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School Community Notice Board 
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School Community Notice Board 



 

11 

School Community Notice Board 
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School Community Notice Board 
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School Community Notice Board 


